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1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222 FEDERAL COMMUMCAT
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Dear Ms. Bearcy:

Transmitted on behalf of the Atlantic Coast Conference
are an original and nine copiles of the its Comments in the ahove-
referenced proceeding. We would appreciate your assistance in dis-
tributing a personal copy of the Atlantic Coast Conference's Comments

to each Commissioner.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter
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. The Atlantic Coast Conference ("ACC") submits these
commants in response to the Commission’s Notice of Inguiry
("Notice") in this proceeding. The ACC has continued to expand
the sports programming available to television viewers by sup-
plementing over-the-air broadcasts with cable carriage of addl-
tional sporting nvsnés. Thus, the ACC’s relationship with Home
Team Sperts ("HTS"), a regional cable sports programming service,
has not decreaged existing broadcasgt coverage of ACC football and
men’s basketball games, but has expanded its televislon coverage
to include other sports, particularly women’s sports, for which
broadcasters have shown little or no interest.

The Notice states that the Commission intends to
focus on professional sporte and college football and basketball.
Notice at 95. It algo seeks information about cable carriage

0f sports "programming that otherwise would not have been tra
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mitted via video at all," and specifically questions whether the
public is "better servad by the current mix [of broadcast and
cable 3ports programming] than it was before?" Jd, at €30. In
these comments, tha ACC provides information addressing each of
these isszues,

Tha ACC 18 comprised of the following universities:
Clemson University; Duke University; Florida sState University;
Georgia Institute of Technology; North Carolina State University
at Raleigh; University of Maryland; University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hilly University of virginia; and Wake Forest Univer-
sity. ACC football and men’s basketball games have besn and
Continue to ba widely available on broadcast television. Through
ity agreémént with RTS8, the AcCC hgs expanded its television
coverage to a variety of ACC men’s and women’s sporting avents
Other than football and men’s basketball, for which broadcasters
have shown no interest.

Through its membership in the College Football Asso-
ciation ("CFA"), certain football games involving ACC teams
are talevised nationally or regionally pursuant to an agreement
between ABC/ESPN and the CFA. The television rights for other
ACC football games which are not covered by the CFA agrsaement are
held by the Jefferson Pilot Sports Division of Jefferson Pilot
Communicatlonsg Company ("Jefferson Pilot") pursuant to an agree-

ment between Jafferson Pilot and the ACC. Jefferscn Pilot syn-



dicatesz approximately 13 additional ACC football games to indi-

vidual broadcast statlons or to ESPN.

The teleavision rights for ACC azen’s baskethall ganmes
are held jointly by Raycom Sports, Iac. ("Raycom”) and Jefferson
Pilot, doing business as Raycom Sporcs/Jefferson Pillot Sports
Network (“RJPN"). RJIPN arranges for csrtain men’s basketball
games involving ACC teams to be televised nationally or regicn-
ally by the broadcast networks and/or ESPN. Those games not
broadcast nationally or regionally by the networks or cablacast
by ESPN are syndicated by RIPN to individual broadcast stations.

The ACC agreement with HTS has been essential in pro-
viding television coverage for a variety of ACC sports events
Other than football and men’s basketball for which broadcast
television networks or stations have shown little or no interest,
In particular, HTS has been instrumental in providing television
doverage of ACC woman’s basketball. For example, this year HTS
providad live coveragé of sevaral regular season women‘’s bas-
ketball games and the ACC championship game. The championship
gams, which went into triple-overtime, was s0 exciting that HTS

delayed its normal broadcast schedule in order to cover the game

in its entirety.!

' As thay had Gone with a previous game between the
University of Maryland and University of Virginia women’s
basketball teams, HTS and Adelphia Cable agreed to make the
HTS feed of the championship game available to broadcast
station WVIR-TV in Charlottesville, Virginia, sec that all fans
of the University of Virginia women’s team could see the game.



HTS also provides the only television coverags of a
variety of othar ACC sports events, Pursuant to its agraement
with the ACC, HTS features a weekly two-hour program sntitled
"Acc Sports Sunday," which will provide a total of more than
fitty houre of televised ACC sports evants and highlights. ACC
Sports Sunday will provide coverage of ACC events such as men’s
and wonen‘s swimming, track and field, soccer, volleyball, cross-
country and women’s rield hockey. HIS also will cover the ACC
men’s baseball finals and 21 other ACC championship games.

In short, HTS coveraga of certain ACC sports evants has
not resulted in the "migration" of ACC football and man’s bagket-
ball games from broadcast television to cable., Rather, HTS has
expanded television coverage of a variety of other ACC sports

events which broadcaet television networks and stations have heen

unwllling to carry.

Respectfully submitted,
March 2%, 1993
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